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Abstract. The aim of this study is to put forward a didactic proposal that 
will help Law students to write better texts of the Lawsuit genre. With 
that objective in mind, an investigation with a multi-methodological 
focus was carried out. The main outcome of this investigation is a three-
part didactic proposal that will help to teach future lawyers how to write 
the Lawsuit genre. This proposal has the advantage of being based off 
empirical research on Judicial genres, as well as being developed by an 
interdisciplinary team with experience in teaching Law students. 
Moreover, this proposal can also be considered useful for further training 
of lawyers that are already practicing. Finally, it is a flexible proposal, 
since it can be customized for its use with other types of texts from the 
Judicial genre. The main limitation of this proposal is that it has not been 
implemented yet. However, implementation is meant to be carried out in 
future stages of the study. In regard of future research, it is expected that 
this proposal can be adapted to other genres.  
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1 Introduction 

Writing academic texts may represent a challenge for any university student, especially 
when writing texts related to their degree. This issue becomes even more evident when 
said texts correspond to highly specialized areas such as Law. In most cases, Law 
students lack the skills needed to write texts in general (Meza et al., 2021) and are, 
moreover, unable to apply the writing conventions commonly used in their subject area. 
This is one of the reasons students fail classes or even leave their programs. After 
graduation, the lack of knowledge on writing conventions also frequently affects their 
work performance (Meza y González-Catalán, 2021). 

According to recent research, the Lawsuit genre is one of the most written genres 
amongst Law students and lawyers (Meza and González, in revision). However, not all 
students go through the formal training required to write texts up to par with what their 
community needs. Even though there has been major progress when it comes to the 
definition and the theoretical study of the different Judicial genres, there is still no 



 

didactic proposal that aids students and lawyers in the crafting of a well-written 
Lawsuit.  

In this regard, the objective of this study is to put forward a didactic proposal that 
aids Law students in the writing of Lawsuit texts. Several complementary research 
strategies were used in this study, resulting in a multi-methodological investigation.   

2 Theoretical Framework 

This study is based on two main concepts: professional genres used for academic 
purposes and the Lawsuit genre. The first concept refers to genres used in academic 
spaces that, even though being used in academia, still possess characteristics of a 
professional genre. Their main purpose is educational, and they are used as training 
tools for students to acquire knowledge before entering the working force (Meza et al., 
2021).  

The Lawsuit, on the other hand, is a genre in writing whose main communicative 
purpose is to apply in Court for a termination of obligations or the recognition of a 
perceived right. As for its discursive characteristics, it has a predominantly 
argumentative organization (Meza et al., 2023). From a teaching point of view, the 
Lawsuit is part of the family of professional genres, since its objective is to demonstrate 
mastery of the subject of Law and of the professional skills related to it (Meza et al., 
2020).  

3 Approach 

Several complementary research strategies were used in this study to develop the 
didactic proposal, resulting in a multi-methodological investigation. Specifically, the 
research procedure was carried out with an intra-paradigmatic focus, since the data-
collection and data-analysis strategies applied were of a qualitative nature. Design-
wise, the model employed was the multiple-strategies model, as the different data-
collection and data-analysis strategies used were integrated complementarily without 
assigning a primary/secondary relation between the results (Bericat, 1998; Tashakkori 
and Teddlie, 2003).  

Regarding the sample, empiric data from previous studies was considered (Meza et 
al., 2022). This data specifically refers to a specialized corpus of 24 Lawsuits (12 of 
them written by Law students and the other 12 written by professional lawyers). The 
investigation process has been outlined and explained in the image below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 1: Research process synthesis  

 
Legend: Stages associated with the process of creating the didactic proposal 

4 Results 

The main outcome of this study was the creation of a teaching approach for the Lawsuit 
genre that helps lawyers learn to write a lawsuit. This proposal, based on the work of 
Meza et al. (2020), can furthermore be broken down into the following characteristics 
and steps: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 2: Synthesis of the teaching proposal 
 

 
Legend: Phases of the didactic proposal to teach Law students to write lawsuits 
 

5 Discussion 

The result obtained is a set of teaching tools meant to surpass the effectivity of current 
practices when it comes to writing Law texts. Current practices usually consist of 
copying formats or models already in existence (Meza et al., 2020). The model offered 
in this study is a flexible and adaptable tool for writing lawsuits. The first three steps of 
this writing tool, which are related to the subject matter of the text, become of great 
importance based on this model. This means that the subject matter of the lawsuit will 
determine, to some extent, the specific characteristics of the text written.   

6 Conclusion 

This proposal has the advantage of being based off empirical research on Judicial 
genres. It has also been developed by an interdisciplinary team with experience 
teaching Law students. Moreover, this proposal can also be considered useful for 
further training of lawyers that are already practicing. Finally, it is a flexible proposal, 
since it can be customized for its use in other types of texts from the Judicial genre. 



 

7 Limitations and further research 

One of the main limitations of this proposal is that it has not been implemented yet. 
However, implementation is meant to be carried out in further stages of this study. In 
regard of future research, it is expected that this proposal can be adapted to other genres.  
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